
Elephant and Castle Fountain
A bronze sculpture by Sam Keil

A great deal of preliminary work was done over many years incorporating my bronze sculp-
ture into the building plans of the previous company responsible for the Elephant and Castle
redevelopment. In particular my idea for a bronze elephant mounted on a tower, intended to be
incorporated into a fountain in a new square, was designed to symbolize the regeneration and
revitalization of the heart of London. Now everything is under new management, I have prepared
a resubmission of one my earlier proposals for your consideration.

In a subversion of the traditional rather staid symbol of the area,

my elephant will be standing on its hind legs on top of a tall castle tower, in the act of leaping into
the air with its water-spraying trunk raised high in triumph. An artist’s conception of this – not
intended to be an accurate representation of the final sculpture – is above. The youthful, vibrant
elephant will be designed to be ‘cute’ and appealing to children; it is intended that this creature
and its surrounding water feature will be a focal point for the new square and in time become a
well-known symbol of the area.

The proposal is very strongly supported by Southwark Council (see attached letter) and a number
of other interested parties. Various other supporting documents, including further examples of
my work now on public display in London, are also attached.

1



A formal quote (attached) has been obtained for the cost of manufacture from my long-term
collaborators at Arch Bronze foundry in Putney; the total price would by £58000 + VAT.

Installation and plumbing for the water feature would need to be discussed further once the final
design is agreed.

I hope that this is satisfactory and that we can finally move forward with this project.

Best wishes,

Samantha Keil

November 15th 2013

Mob: 07979 554034
Web: vallico.net/sam/sam.html
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Can you spot the elephant?
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The effect of a Sam Keil bronze on property

A very boring block of flats.
Charge only medium rent.

One of the most desirable residences in
North London. Charge what you like.

Embassy Court, St. John’s Wood
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More Keil sculpture

Sam’s eagle is admired at the opening of ’Prince Philip House’ in London.

At the ballet

Fighting stallions John Dee and Monkey. At the Royal Society, soon.
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Mr Christopher Allen

FISHERKING
The Factory
Tennis Court 
9 Winchester Square
SE1 9BP

Chief Executive’s department
regeninfo@southwark.gov.uk

 

Date: 24h October 2013

Dear Chris,
 
Elephant at the Elephant

I managed to meet with both Cllr Fiona Colley and Eleanor Kelly and I wanted to 
inform you they were both very enthusiastic about the proposed Samatha Keil 
elephant sculpture and are very supportive. They think it would be well received locally 
and think it’s a strong idea from a place making point of view.  

They like the idea of the fountains which would compliment the sculpture and they 
view this as having the potential to be a very family friendly focal point for the new 
square. Generally the message is the more elephants at the elephant the better! 

Look forward to hearing how the project progresses, and if I can help further then 
please let me know.
 
Kind Regards, 

Jon Abbott
Head of Regeneration North Project 
Jon.abbott@southwark.gov.uk

Chief Executive’s department, 160 Tooley Street, London, SE1 2QH
Switchboard – 020 7525 5000    Website – www.southwark.gov.uk
Chief Executive – Eleanor Kelly
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